SUB Plans 


ae 


By Dave Perlman 


Columbus, O.—The Ohio leg- 
“ature has approved a bill to 
uiiow 100,000 Ohio workers to 
siiect more than $25 million in 
mmion-negotiated supplementary 


ave been held in trust for them 
ce June 1956. 


workers to draw SUB payments 
ithout losing their regular state un- 
mployment compensation benefits 
passed the House 100 to 36, after 
previously clearing the Senate 21 
Bo 12. Gov.. Michael V. DiSalle 
s expected to promptly sign it 
into law. It will take effect in 90 
ays. 

More than 400, 000 union mem- 
bers in the state are covered by 
SUB agreements. Under a ruling 
by the state’s unemployment com- 
hensation administrator, upheld by 
ihe Ohio Supreme Court, supple- 
mentary payments were held to be 
remuneration” and ordered de- 
fucted from state benefits. 

The money was put in escrow, 
hile Ohio labor made passage of 
law permittirrg workers to collect 
both benefits its number one legis- 
ative goal. 


Emergency Move Fails 

A strong effort was made in the 
louse to pass the bill as emergency 
gislation—which would have al- 
pwed the law go into effect the day 
was signed rather than after the 
ormal 90-day waiting period. 

This would have required a two- 
hirds vote. On the showdown 66 
Democrats and 9 Republicans voted 
ergency passage, while 8 Demo- 
ats, 51 Republicans were opposed. 
On the vote for passage as 
regular legislation, 27 Republi- 
cans joined 73 Democrats in 
support, while 32 Republicans 
and 4 Democrats voted against 
allowing workers to draw sup-. 
plementary benefits. 
Failure of the bill to pass as 
mergency legislation will not de- 
tive any worker—now or previ- 
usly unemployed—of benefits to 
hich he is entitled under his union 
ontract. But it means a three- 
nonth delay before he can collect 
he money. 

Indiana SUB Voted 

A week earlier, neighboring In- 
jana likewise authorized SUB pay- 
ents in addition to regular state 
enefits. Only North Carolina and 
irginia now ban supplementary 
ayments. A court. challenge to 
UB is still pending in California. 

The Auto Workers, Steelwork- 
es, Rubber Workers, Electrical, 
Radio & Machine Workers and 
Machinists are the principal un- 
ions in Ohio with members cov- 
ered by SUB agreements. 


Deadline Nears 
For Filing Plans 


Health, welfare and pen- 
sion plan administrators, both 
union and management, Kave 
received a reminder from the 
Labor Dept. of the Apr. 1 
deadline for filing descrip- 
tions of health, welfare and 
pension ‘plans. 
i The information which 

must be filed with the Labor 
Dept. and made available to 
beneficiaries is required by 
the Welfare and Pension 
Plans Disclosure Act passed 
by the 85th Congress. Goal 
of the legislation is to protect 
beneficiaries against abuses, 
Waste and mismanagement, 

The law provides a $1,000 
Penalty for administrators— 
most of whom, the Labor 
Dept. said, are employers— 
Who fail to file the required 
reports. 


Ohio Votes anc 
Approval of| 


employment benéfits which|. 


The bill permitting Ohio 


wm 
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Saturday, March 21, 1959 


Seat No. 12 


White House, 
arden Billsas Anti-Labor | 


in Canada. 


BRUTAL ATTACK on striking members of the Woodworkers in 
Badger, Newfoundland, by Royal Canadian Mounted Police (in 
caps) and provincial police (in fur hats) created a major sensation 


Here three mounties and three constables subdue 
logger already knocked to the ground. (Toronto Star photo.) 


National Issue in Canada: 


Canada. 


Mounties Use Clubs to 
Beat Striking Loggers 


By Gervase N. Love 


A skull-cracking sneak attack by cluh-wielding police on a group 
of loggers in the remote town of Badger, Newfoundland, has cata- 
pulted a Woodworkers’ strike and a vicious provincial legislative 
program aimed at destroying the union into a national issue in 


It led to a denunciation of Pre- 
mier Joseph Smallwood of New- 
foundland on the floor of Parlia- 
ment by Prime Minister John Die- 
fenbaker. 

The Prime Minister charged 
Smallwood had greatly “aggravat- 
ed” the situation growing out of 
the strike of more than 10,000 
woodsmen against two major em- 
ployers, the Anglo-Newfoundland 
Development Corp. and the Bow- 
ater Co., for something more than 
their $1.05-an-hour wage and some- 
thing less than their 60-hour work 
week, 

The attack on the Badger 
strikers, who for the most part 
were defenseless, came when a 
force of more than 60 members 
of the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police and the provincial con- 
stabulary, armed with billies, 
marched four abreast down the 
town’s main street. 

Strikers, preparing to form their 
picket lines, had just turned back 
a car‘of scabs. They stepped back 
to let the police pass. The uni- 
formed men marched in cadence 
up to a point where one of them 
spotted a striker with a piece of 
birch wood two or three feet long. 

“What’s he got there?” cried the 
mountie. “Get that man!” 

The police turned and wheeled 
into the strikers, and the attack 
was on. 

“It was a dark hour for Canada’ s 
finest,” wrote Ray Timson, Toronto 
Star reporter, in an eyewiinee ac- 
count. 


long. I heard three sickening skull 
CPACKs:  o 3 

The attack lasted about an hour, 
with police telling the strikers to 
disperse and.in some cases pursu- 
ing and clubbing them when they 
ran. Over the tumult rose the 
screams of strikers’ wives, mothers 
and children. 

In the Toronto Star account, 
Timson réported seeing Alfred For- 
ward, 26, “clubbed over the head 
and beaten about the arms and 
chest and left unconscious between 
two parked cars.” Timson wrote 
that when. Forward’s friend, Chris 
Lang, was arrested, “four. or five 
policemen converged on him with 
billies raised and then dragged him 

(Continued on Page 3) 


Renews Plea for 


. e oe ae 
‘Fair’ L lat 
air’ Legislation 
Pres. George Meany renewed the AFL-CIO’s opposition to two 
labor-management reform bills, one introduced by the Administra- 


tion and the other by.Rep. Graham A. Barden (D-N. C.). He 
charged that they would mean “chaos” for the trade union move- 


ment, 


Meany’s sharply-worded attack came in second-round testimony 
before a House Labor subcommittee as the Senate Labor Com- 


mittee drove toward final action on the Kennedy-Ervin bill. 


There 


was little chance the bill could be brought to a floor vote before 
Congress begins its Easter recess next week, 


The AFL-CIO president assailed, § 


in particular the Barden bill’s pro- 
visions governing the conduct of 
union meetings and the handling 
of secret strike votes. He pointed 
out that it is “one thing” for la- 
bor to insure democratic proced- 
ures governed by “a rule of rea- 
son,” and “quite another thing to 
write these things into law with 
criminal penalties.” 

Barden - bill provisos that 
every union member be allowed 
“unlimited debate” on any sub- 
ject he desires to bring up at a 
membership meeting, Meany 
said, would ‘be an “open invita- 
tion” to the Communists to take 
over unions. 

He recalled that in the past, a 
favorite Communist tactic was to 
prolong meetings - until everyone 
else had gone home and then vote 
on important issues. 

“The Communists never go 
home,” he said, adding that the 
Barden bill would protect them by 
subjecting union officers to a year 
in prison for shutting off such “dis- 
ruptive forces.” 


Strike Proviso Hit 


Requirements that strikes be ap- 
proved by a majority of those eli- 
gible to take part in secret ballot- 
ing, he pointed out, would mean 
that “those members who didn’t 
vote would be counted as voting 
against a strike.” If such provis- 
ions were applied to congressional 
elections, Meany told the congress- 
men, “we'd really have fun.” 

He emphasized that trade union 
constitutions adequately set out 
“democratic procedures and the ma- 
chinery to protest the violation of 
members’ rights in the conduct of 
union. meetings. As to strike votes, 


(Continued on Page 8) 


3-Months 
TUC Voted 
By House 


- By Gene Zack 


The House has voted stop-gap 
unemployment assistance for a 
relative handful of the nation’s 
jobless, leaving still unprotected 
the bulk of 2 million unemployed 
who currently receive no compen- 
sation benefits. 


By overwhelming voice vote, 
the House passed an almost 
meaningless bill purporting to ex- 
tend for three months the Tempo- 
rary Unemployment .Compensation 
Act of 1958, due to expire Apr. 1. 

Meanwhile, the Eisenhower Ad- 
ministration appeared nearing a de- 
cision on whether to support plans 
‘to put a federal floor under the 
jobless aid program. 

The AFL-CIO has urged enact- 
ment of federal standards, which 
states must follow, covering the 
amount and duration of benefits to 
end gross inequities between vari- 
ous state programs. The federa- 
tion has also called for emergency 
federal grants to provide aid to 
some 2 million jobless now with- 
out any unemployment benefits. 

Pres. Eisenhower invited nine 
governors — four Democrats and 
five Republicans—to a Mar. 23 
White House conference “to coun- 
sel on ways to strengthen the regu- 
lar federal-state unemployment 


(Continued on Page 3) 


GE Closes Plant Ahead of Schedule 
As Workers Chain Themselves In 


Bloomfield, N J.—The General Electric Co. closed its doomed, Bloomfield plant two weeks ahead 
of time after a score of protesting | members of Local 422, Electrical, Radio & Machine Workers 
had chained themselves to a pillar in the building where they had spent most of their working years. 

Heat and electricity were turned off, but four officers of the local briefly continued a grim vigil in 
the ice-cold plant symbolic of the demand of their fellow-workers that GE offer them alternative em- 


ployment. . 

Pres. Charles W. Ziegler, suffer- 
ing from cold and fatigue, had to 
be removed to his home in a state 
of collapse. Vice Pres. George Sig- 
ging soon was forced to leave be- 
cause of a family emergency. 

Remaining were Financial Sec.- 


“The police sticks were 18 inate 


Treas. Joseph Evans and James 


Norton, shop steward and mem- 

_ber of the executive committee. 
The union withdrew others in the 
original group to avoid health 
hazards. 


_ Forty-eight hours later Evans 
and Norton were “discharged” 
by the company. They packed 


their belongings and left. 


The company had = announced 
that the plant, where more than 
2,000 employes once turned out 
air-conditioning equipment, would 
be closed Apr. 1 and its work 
transferred to Tyler, Tex. Only 


(Continued on Page 7) 
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“Precisely the Kind’: 


he 


Celler’s Rights Bill, 


Gives Needed Tools 


The civil rights bill sponsored in the House by Rep. Emanuel |j 


Celler “would provide precisely the kind of background and tools 
which are needed at this crucial and delicate stage” of the challenge 
facing the country, AFL-CIO Legislative Dir. Andrew J. Biemiller 
told a House Judiciary subcommittee. 


A similar bill has been intro- 
duced in the Senate by Senators 
Paul Douglas (D-Ill.) and-Jacob K. 
Javits (R-N.Y.). 

“The AFL-CIO is fully aware of 
the fact that no laws can by .them- 
selves wipe out prejudice and big- 
otry,” said. Biemiller, one of sev- 
eral labor spokesmer who urged 
passage of the bill. 

“There must be personal read- 
justment in the hearts and minds of 
our people before al! traces of big- 
otry are eliminated. But there is 
‘much ‘which can and should be 
done both by voluntary organiza- 
tions and by government to make 
that personal adjustment as rapid 
and as meaningful as possible. 

“Prejudice and bigotry are per- © 
sonal, subjective things. But dis- 
crimination, segregation, lawless- 
ness and inequality are social acts 

—and these society has a right 

and duty to eliminate as rapidly 

and as thoroughly as possible.” 


Biemiller emphasized that the 
“tools” the bill offers—“education, 
technical and financial assistance, 
negotiation and conciliation”—all 
would be used “within the frame- 
work of obedience to the law, with 
ultimate sanctions if necessary.” 

The bill proclaims. federal legal 
and moral responsibility for de- 
segregation and the Supreme Court 
decision; sets up machinery estab- 
lishing federal aid and planning to 
promote orderly compliance with 
the. decision; and authorizes the 
Secretary-of Health, Education & 
Welfare to speed desegregation by 
education, advice-and technical as- 
sistance, to help communities en- 
countering financial difficulties in 
desegregating, and to initiate com- 
pliance actions. 

It also would give the Attorney- 
General power to take legal action 
when local or state authorities deny 
any person the equal protection of 
.the law. , 

In addition to endorsing the Cel- 
ler bill, Biemiller urged the sub- 
committee to add to it clauses from 
the weaker Adminisiration-spon- 


sored bill requiring election officials 
to preserve federal election records 
for three years and make them 
available to the Attorney General 
for examination, and: giving statu- 
tory authority to the President’s 
Committee on Government Con- 
tracts, which under a presidential 
executive order oversees the en- 
forcement of non - discrimination 
clauses in employment under gov- 
ernment contracts. 

He also approved extension of 
the life of the Civil Rights Com- 
mission, and asked for the inclus- 
ion of general fair employment 
practices legislation. 

Dir. Albert Whitehouse of the 
AFL-CIO Industrial Union Dept. 
called for the same legislation 
because of the conviction that 
“further progress in civil rights 
can best be made on the job, po- 
litically, in housing and in other 
vital areas” only by legislation 
“placing real responsibility upon 
the federal government and giv- 
ing to the federal government ad- 
equate power to secure law en- 
forcement.” 

Also testifying in support of the 
Celler bill, Sec.-Treas. Al Hartnett 
of the Electrical, Radio & Machine 
Workers cited its provision for 
technical assistance to implement 
the Supreme Court ‘decision on 
civil rights; endorsed the decision 
as expressing the moral ideals of 
the country, and suggested that 
some management groups have “in- 
flamed and perpetuated discrimina- 
tion for their own economic ends.” 

Approval of the Celler bill with 
some additions from the Adminis- 
tration’s proposal was given on be- 
half of the Auto Workers by Leg- 
islative Rep. Paul Sifton. 

“Silence, double-talk or delay 
give aid, comfort and encourage- 
ment to segregationists and their 
allies along the whole anti-demo- 
cratic front,” he added. “It is 
nearly always true that those who 
are anti-Negro are also anti-semitic, 
frequently anti-Catholic and mostly 
anti-labor.” 


SHAMROCK TIE-PIN worn by AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany in 
honor of St. Patrick’s Day draws admiring inspection by Califor- 
nia’s Democratic Gov. Edmund G. (Pat) Brown. The two visited 
in Meany’ s office during a two-day visit to Washington by Califor- 
nia’s chief executive. 


ILO Governing Body 


Pushes Short Week 


# 


Geneva—Proposals for a shorter workweek and a possible solu- 
tion of free world employer disputes with Communist-country 
employer groups were advanced at an Intl. Labor Organization Gov- 


erning Body meeting here. 


The four-day session also approved a proposed increase in the 


ILO budget to $9 million, up $500,- 
000, to finance increased activity 
in the fields of worker education 
and technical assistance. 

The ILO’s position on a shorter 
workweek, scheduled for formal 
discussion at the 1960 conference, 
involves the issue gf whether exist- 
ing international conventions 
should be revised or an entirely 
new agreement drawn up. 

Also a possibility, ILO Dir.-Gen. 
David A. Morse pointed out, would 
be approval of recommendations 
that would not require formal rati- 
fication by governments. 

Rudy Faupl, U.S. worker dele- 
gate, told the ILO group that 
workers have “no rigid formula” 
but that no one could doubt how 
they stand on the question of a 
reduction of hours of labor. 

“We think that the conference 
should take into consideration in 
1960 the circumstances existing at 
that time in the world in general 


Freedom of Association Team 
Starts 3-Month Inspection of U.S. 


A survey team from the Intl. Labor Office has arrived in the United States to conduct an on-the- 
spot study of ‘the “freedom of association” of workers and employers. 

Later this year, the same four-man team will visit Soviet Russia on a similar mission. The visits 
to both nations are by official government invitation. 

Freedom of association is defined: by ILO as the freedom of workers and employers “to estab- 


lish and join organizations of their ® 


own choosing.” 

John Price, an ILO staff member 
since 1943 and a former British 
trade union official, heads the in- 
spection group which. includes Jean 
Reynaud, Edward Thompson and 
G. W. Von Pobsky, all staff officials 
at ILO headquarters in Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

Priced opened the team’s three- 
month visit to the United States 
by calling on AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany and Labor Sec. 
James P. Mitchell. Ralph Wright, 
director of the ILO’s branch of- 
fice in Washington, worked with 
the team on an itinerary ena- 
bling the mission to meet with 
worker and employer groups and 
government officials. 

On the inspection team’s tenta- 
- tive itinerary are New York, Pitts- 
burgh, Detroit, Chicago and San 
Francisco. Other cities being con- 
sidered include Cleveland, Los An- 
geles, St. Louis, Dallas, Birming- 
ham and Atlanta. 

- Background to the survey is the 


dissatisfaction of worker represent- 
atives on the ILO Governing Body 
with dependence on official govern- 
ment reports purporting to give 
factual information on the freedom 
of workers to organize. 

The ILO Governing Body, in 
March 1958, adopted a proposal 
made by former AFL-CIO Intl. 
Rep. George P. Delaney, then U.S. 


Postal Clerks’ Code 
Of Discipline Upheld 

A. special review committee of 
postal clerks has ruled that the con- 
troversial new Code of Disciplinary 
Proceedings adopted by the Na- 
tiondl Federation of Post Office 
Clerks was both necessary and le- 
gal. The code’s validity had been 
questioned by dissident union ele- 
ments whose leaders have been sus- 
perided. 

The report by the Bve-chai group 
was published in the March issue of 
the Unien Postal Clerk, official 
monthly organ of the union, © 


worker representative, for on-the- 
spot factual surveys of conditions 
in the ILO’s member states. 

Last June, at the 42nd ILO con- 
ference in Geneva, Mitchell de- 
clared the: United States would 
“welcome” such a survey and ex- 
tended an official invitation to the 
freedom of association mission. 

The next week the Soviet Union 
followed with a similar invitation. 
The survey team visiting the United 
States will thus be able to make a 
first-hand comparison between the 
rights of workers in the two ;na- 
tions. 


ILO Dir.-Gen, David A. Motse 
said the planned world wide fac- 
tual surveys “will enable the ILO 
to plan its work more effectively 
to promote fuller observance of 
freedom of association” and 


“may lead to practical action . 
--. in the fields of labor-manage- 
ment relations, worker and man- 
agement. education, labor rela- 
tions legislation and trade union 


law.” 


and in the individual countries in 
particular,” Faup! said. 

The Workers’ Group concurred 
in plans worked out at the Govern- 
ing Body session to free the annual 
labor conference of the time-wast- 
ing propaganda debates which 
divert it from constructive work by 
setting up a procedure to settle the 
fight among employer delegations. 

The dispute arises year after year 
because the “free enterprise” em- 
ployers, who form the majority, 
refuse to give voting rights to Com- 
munist-country employers on the 
tripartite committees formed by 
delegates of the government, work- 
er, and employer groups at the con- 
ference. The action is taken’ on 
the ground that the Communists 
speak only as directed by their goy- 
ernments. 

Sir Alfred Roberts, a ‘British 
trade union Official and chairman 
of the worker delegations, said that 
the workers can “sympathize a 
great deal” with the non-Commu- 
nist employers, but pointed out that 
the workers’ group has been able 
to deal with the Communist issue 
in its ranks without upsetting the 
whole conference. 

The plan approved by the Goy- 
erning Body provides for setting 
up a panel of persons of “inter- 
‘nationally recognized independ- 
ence and impartiality.” An ap- 
peals board of three members of 
the panel will rule, without de- 
bate by the conference, whether 
a Communist employer delegate 
is to have voting rights in a com- 
mittee to which the employer 
group refuses to name him. 

The U.S. government delegate, 
Assistant Labor Sec. George C. 
Lodge, and the government repre- 
sentative of Nationalist China voted 
with the 10 employers on the Gov- 
erning Body against the proposal, 
which was carried by 27 to 12. 

The workers were able to give 
wholehearted support to a pro- 
posal aimed at saving the time 
lost at the conference on the de- 
bating of “peace” propaganda 
resolutions tabled each year by 
the Communist delegations. 

The plan severely limits debate 
in the conference resolutions com- 
mittee on any proposal which one- 
fourth of the committee holds to 
be extraneous to the ILO’s work. 

Faupl hailed as a victory for the 
workers the defeat with the support 
of some government and employer 
delegates of a move to disband the 


Reuther Ash 
Area Aid Bill 
As Job Spur 


Enactment: of area redeve 

ment legislation would constitu, 
an “important step”. in Betting 
America back to work by ppp 
viding immediate aid:to scores ¢ 
labor markets burdened with | 

term unemployment, Walter p 
Reuther, president of the AFL-Cjg 
Industrial Union Dept. and head of 
the Auto Workers, has declared. 

Appearing before a House Bank. 
ing subcommittee, Reuther  ¢. 
dorsed a measure introduced 

Rep. Brent Spence (D-Ky.), wam. 
ing that “if the recession were tp 
end tomorrow and production wer 


| to be restored to pre-recession ley. 
| els,” 


many of the 76. major arey 
afflicted with more than 6 percey 
joblessness, “would still be plagueg’ 
with high unemployment. 

The Spence bill is similar to the 
$389.5 million Douglas - Coop, 
area redevelopment bill approve 
by the Senate Banking Committe 
and slated for possible Senate ag. 
tion before the congressional Easte 
recess. Congress passed depressej 
area legislation in 1958, but th 
measure was vetoed by Pres. Ei. 
senhower. 

Reuther forecast that the num. 
ber of chronically distressed areas 
in the nation “will in all proba 
bility increase” in the future be 
cause of automation, decentral. 
ization of industry, obsolescence 
of existing factories and corpo. 
rate mergers. He pointed out 
that the number has risen sharply 
from 1956's levels of 23 major 
and 65 smaller market areas to 
today’s 76 major and 183 smaller 
markets with over 6 percent um. 
employment. 

The IUD president called fo 
“massive and comprehensive reme 
dies” applied on a national scakj 
warning that the alternative is “w 
checked” growth of blighted citie 

Solomon Barkin, director of r 
search for the Textile Workers Us 
ion of America, told the subcon 
mittee that redevelopment of & 
pressed areas “could save our m 
tion billions, hasten our growth anf 
bring nearer the day of adequat 
facilities for all.” 

He criticized the Administre 
tion’s budget-balancing recom 
mendations of only $55 million 
in loans and no grants to dis 
tressed areas. The White Hous 
measure, he said, is “too impe 
cunious and restrictive.” 

He pointed out that the Admi 
istration bill would aid only 15 m 
jor areas immediately, and only I 
by January 1960. 


Union Label’s 
Show to Mark 
20th Birthday 


An expanded program of pr 
moting the union label will mari 
the fiftieth anniversary of the Uniot 
Label and Service Trades Dept 
according to Sec.-Treas. Josepl 
Lewis. 

In*a report to the AFL-Cl 
Executive Council, Lewis said 
1959 Union-Industries Show} open 
ing at San Francisco May 1, will 
be a highlight of the golden anni 
versary year. He predicted the 
exhibition of union-made products 
will set records in attendance ane 
participation. | 

The department, Lewis reported, 
also plans increased participation 
in state and county fairs and ia 
special events such as the Oregod 
Centennial this summer. 

San Francisco headquarters fo 
the 1959 show are located 
Union-Industries Show, 2920 Sik 
teenth St., San Francisco, Calif 
Those wishing to reserve spa 
should write to that address or # 
Union Label & Service Trav 
Dept., 815 Sixteenth St." N. We 


ILO’s 10 industrial committees. 


Washington, D. C, 
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Price Raises in 
Of Market Influences Hit — 


High-ranking Eisenhower Administration spokesmen have voiced unprecedented criticism of key 


Disregard 


industries for raising prices without regard to economic conditions. 


As more than 6 percent of the nation’s labor force continued unemployed, a top figure in the 


Federal Reserve Board for the first time formally recognized the validity of the ‘administered price” 


concept. 


Ralph A. Young, the FRB’s di-® 
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rector of research and statistics, 


. told the Senate Anti-Trust subcom- 


mittee that the steel and auto in- 
dustries have lost sales as a result of 
price boosts. He acknowledged that 
some enterprises have the ability 
to increasé their prices “without 
close reference to market influ- 
ences.” 

Young suggested use of anti- 
trust devices to “minimize oppor- 
tunities for monopolistic . . . deci- 
sion” on prices. 

Raymond J. Saulnier, chair- 
man of President Eisenhower's 
Council of Economic Advisers, 


. a letter which was 
made public that price increases 
in autos and “heavy industry” 
resulted in reduced output be- 
tween 1953 and 1957. 


Woodlief Thomas, economic ad- 
visor to the Federal Reserve Board, 
said administered prices and wages 
create inflation and breed unem- 
ployment. “ 

New “tight money” and dis- 
count rate policies adopted by the 


| Federal Reserve were scored by the 


New York Times, in an editorial, 
as “too blunt an instrument” for 
dealing with administered prices. 


TUC Cutoff Extended 
For 3 Months in House 


(Continued from Page 1) 
compensation program.” Press 
Sec. James C. Hagerty emphasized 
the session was not called to discuss 
temporary jobless aid extension. 

Under the original statute, the 
federal government last -year made 
available “advances” to the states 
with which to finance a 50 percent 
increase in the jobless pay benefit 
period. Because states had an “op- 
tion” to reject the loans, only 18 
took advantage of the program. 
The only jobless workers to ben- 
efit under the House-passed, “ex- 
tender” will be those already re- 
ceiving the added benefits or 
those who file valid claims by 
Mar. 31. Estimates of the num- 
ber to receive such aid range 
from 250,000 to 400,000. 


In essence, the measure does no 
more than provide for a gradual 
closing down of the expiring TUC 
program, in place of its abrupt 
termination on Apr. 1. It offers 
no help for more than 700,000 who 
have exhausted all benefits without 
finding jobs, or the 1 million others 
currently deprived of the protec- 
tion of unemployment compensa- 
tion insurance. ; 

The scene now shifts to the Sen- 
ate, where the Finance Committee 
was slated to meet Mar. 20 to con- 
sider the House-passed measure. 
Chances for improving the bill 
were considered uncertain, despite 
the introduction of two broader 
Measures in the Senate. 

Most comprehensive is one spon- 
sored by Democratic Senators Pat 
McNamara (Mich.), Philip A. Hart 
(Mich.) and Joseph S. Clark (Pa.) 
to replace the -‘TUC plan with an 
emergency unemployment bill to 
Provide immediate assistance to the 
2 million jobless not currently re- 
ceiving benefits. 

In place of “advances’ to the 
states, the McNamara-Hart-Clark 
Measure would provide federal 


weeks of assistance to idled workers 


MOverage. 


fal action in the emergency, GOP 
Sn. Hugh Scott (Pa.) has intro- 
duced a bill that would extend the 

C program six months, until 

t. 1. He said he was doing so 
Because he was unsure whether the 
House approved three-month ex- 
‘sion would be sufficient. 

Senate action on some emergency 
Measure is expected before Con- 
begins its Easter recess. 
measure which passed the 

was a drastically-reduced 


grants. to states to give a flat 16! 


who have used up regular and tem-| § 
a porary benefits and to those ex- 
@ luded from assistance by restric- || 
"Ons in the various states limiting | | 


Although Pres. Eisenhower has |; 
f0ne on record against further fed-] | 


version of an earlier Democratic 
plan calling for a one-year ex- 
tension of TUC. Rep. Wilbur 
D. Mills (D-Ark.), floor manager 
for the watered-down measure 
and chairman of the House Ways- 
and Means Committee, said the 
original one-year extender was 
abandoned to assure prompt pas- 
sage of some measure before the 
expiration of TUC. 


The bill was brought to the 
House floor under suspension of the 
rules—a procedure which barred 
amendment and required a two- 
thirds vote for passage. 

Action on TUC cleared the decks 
for House consideration of the 
Karsten-Machrowicz measure, 
backed by the AFL-CIO, for 
sweeping modernization of the fed- 
eral-state unemployment insurance 
program. 

The bill would set up federal 
standards of a flat 39-week bene- 
fit period, assistance equal to at 
least 50 percent of a _worker’s 
weekly wage but not more than 
two-thirds of the average weekly 
state wage, and extension of cov- 
erage to several million more work- 
ers. 

Mills has announced that the 
House Ways and Means Com- 
mittee will begin standards hear- 
ings on Apr. 7, with Labor Sec. 
James P. Mitchell invited to be 
the first witness. 


5 


The newspaper warned that such 
measures “can slow down the whole 


economy and: produce widespread 
disemploynient.” eae 
Legislation to make the FRB’s 


monetary decisions subject to re-|} 
view, possibly by the ‘courts, will |} 


be explored by a Senate Judiciary 
subcommittee, Sen. John Carroll 
(D-Colo.) said. 

‘ Meanwhile, the’ FRB report- 
ed that industrial production 
rose again in February.. Stepped- 
up activity in steel and a record 
high level of aluminum output 
moved the board’s index of in- 
dustrial production up 1 point 
from January. 

Coupled with the lack of sub- 
stantial change in the nation’s un- 
employment totals, the FRB’s re- 
port of higher output gave further 
emphasis to AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany’s statement that “the coun- 
try is in trouble.” 

‘He has warned that if the Ad- 
ministration clings to its unwise 
economic policies, the U.S. may 
be faced with “permanent unem- 
ployment” of 5 to 6 million. _ 

Meanwhile Vice Pres. Rich- 
ard M. Nixon’s Cabinet Commit- 
tee on Price Stability prepared 
to launch its study of inflation 
causes. 

In Cincinnati, Labor Sec. James 
P. Mitchell forecast “nearly full 
employment” in the nation by Oc- 
tober. Mitchell said he expects the 
October jobless figure to be about 
3 million. “In our economy,” he 
asserted, that is “nearly full em- 
ployment.” 

A new approach to inflation con- 
trol was proposed by Sen. Richard 
L. Neuberger (D-Ore.) who called 
for legislation to give the President 
standby authority to invoke wage, 
price and rent controls. 

The federal government’s high- 
interest policy was scored by Sen. 
Albert Gore (D-Tenn.), as intensi- 
fying the nation’s economic prob- 
lems. He called on the government 
to get a firm grip on its monetary 
and credit problems and to begin 
by dumping the high-interest policy. 

If the interest rate on_ govern- 
‘ment bonds goes above 4.25 per- 
cent, he warned, home mortgage 
rates will go to 6 to 7 percent or 
higher and rates on auto purchases 


will zoom past 20 percent. 


WIVES AND DAUGHTERS of striking Woodworkers in New- 
foundland take to the picket lines to replace their men when the 


latter are thrown into jail—often without the filing of charges. The 
strikers and officials of the IWA and the Canadian Labor Congress 
call them the real heroes of the walkout. 


Mounties Use Clubs 
On Striking Loggers 


(Continued from Page 1) 
away to a patrol car.” Another 
man, he-said, “was beaten to the 
ground and. arrested.” 2 

When the melee finally died 
down more than a score of strik- 
ers were injured. William Moss, 
a member of the provincial con- 
stabulary, was taken to a hospital 
unconscious and later died. Nine 
union members were arrested and 
held without charges. ‘ 

The provincial constables’ prim- 


‘ary duty is to police the city of St. 


John’s, the capital, although their 
legal jurisdiction extends to all 
parts of the province. Police du- 
ties outside St. John’s normally are 
carried on by the RCMP under a 
contract between the province and 
the federal Ministry of Justice. 

In the wake of the Battle of 
Badger, there were these develop- 
ments: 

@ Federal authorities have de- 
layed action on the request of the 
Canadian Labor Congress, which is 
solidly backing the strikers, that 
Smallwood’s legislative program, 
which outlaws the IWA and ,sets 
aside the union’s legal certification 
as bargaining representative of the 
strikers, be “reserved”. under the 
Articles of Confederation by which 
Canada’s provinces bind themselves 
together. This would have the ef- 
fect of cancelling enactment of the 
program. 

®@ Minister of Justice Davey Ful- 


ton, joining in Diefenbaker’s attack 


LABOR REAFFIRMED its: support of the U.S. savings bond program at this luncheon meeting 
with Treasury Sec. Robert B. Anderson and top members of his staff. Representing. the National 
Labor Advisory Committee for Savings Bonds were AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany, chairman of 
the group; AFL-CIO Vice Pres. James B. Carey; Chairman G. E. Leighty and Exec. Sec. A. E. 
Lyon of the Railway Labor Executives Association; Pres. W. P. Kennedy of the Railroad Train- 
men and Elwood Moffett, representing the Mine Workers. The AFL-CIO has sponsored the 1959 
savings bond film, “24 Hours in Tyrantland,” a half-hour dramatization of the contrast between 


democracy and totalitarianism which is being shown throughout the nation. 


Anti-Labor Bill 
In B. C. Legislature 


Victoria, B. C.—The Brit- 
ish Columbia provincial ad- 
ministration has introduced a 
bill in the legislature which 
would make unions subject 
te lawsuits, restrict picket- 
ing and under some circum- 
stances prevent unions from 
exercising their right-of free 
speech and freedom of the 
press. 

The bill was presented by 
the Social Credit government 
without notice to the British 
Columbia Federation of La- 
bor. Federation Pres, William 
Black and Sec. Pat O’Neal 
declared its passage would 
allow employers to “harass, 
persecute and prosecute labor 
on the slightest pretext.” 


on Smallwood, refused a request 
for reinforcements for the RCMP 
force in Newfoundland on the the 
ground that the police would be 
used only to break the strike. 

Commissioner L. H. Nicholson, 
head of the RCMP and a veteran 
of 30 years’ experience and due for 
retirement in a year, resigned in 
protest against Fulton’s action. 

@ Widespread concern appeared 
to be growing over the fact that 
the RCMP, traditionally a non-po- 
litical body, was involved in a dis- 
pute between the federal govern- 
ment and a province. 

@ The CLC Executive Council, 
at a special meeting in Ottawa 
called by Pres. Claude Jodoin, laid 
the basis for tighter coordination of 
labor’s backing of the strike, espe- 
cially financial support. The CLC 
also asked for a formal investiga- 
tion of the Badger attack. ~ 

@ Newfoundland provincial au- 
thorities, in .demagogic radio 


ma | speeches, ‘talked about a “citizens” 


committee” of businessmen, veter- 
ans, etc., in Grand Forks, center of 
the strike. The next night the [WA 
branch office. in Windsor, a mile 
from Grand Forks, was wrecked. 
The following night another IWA 
office in Bishop Falls, 10 miles 
away, was destroyed. Several IWA 
members reported identifying resi- 
dents of Grand Falls. There were 
no arrests. j 

Smallwood’s legislative program 
is avowedly intended to drive not 
only the IWA but also the Team-° 
sters out of the province. 

The strike of the loggers, who 
are attempting to end wage and 
working conditions outlawed for a 
generation in organized sectors of 
the lumber industry, has received 
the strong support of the AFL-CIO 
Executive Council. 
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A Leok at.a Problem‘. 
O IMPROVEMENT—November through February.” That’s 
the truth of the official government figures on unemployment. 
No amount of political double-talk and no patent medicine solution 
concocted by a Madison Avenue genius can change that fact. 
The economy is, at best, on dead center. Unemployment con- 
tinues to increase; families grow desperate; kids grow hungry; all 
America suffers. 


Those are stark facts. They cry out for action by the government 


without further delay. - ; 

The statistics prove the seriousness of the problem. With the 
single exception of February 1958, when America was in the _ 
depths. of the depression, there has not been a single February 
since the end of World War II, almost 14 years ago, when unem- 
ployment was as high as in February 1959. 

The percentages of unemployment also prove: the seriousness 
of this problem. Today 6.1 percent of the labor force is unem- 
ployed. That figure becomes even more alarming when it is com- 
pared to the official government figure of what constitutes a dis- 
tressed area. A distressed area, the law says, is one where unem- 
ployment amounts to 6 percent of the work force. 

By that yardstick, the United States is a distressed area. 


x & & F 

BUT STATISTICS and percentages do not tell the whole story, 
as Pres. George Meany pointed out in announcing details of the 
AFL-CIO Unemployment Conference to be held in Washington on 
‘Apr. 8. r 

“This,” he said, “is a problem of suffering people.” 

One major stumbling block to the early solution of the unem- 
ployment problem is the fact that official Washington continues 
to think of unemployment in terms of figures, instead of faces; in 
percentages instead of people. 

Perhaps if the key Administration officials and the members of 
Congress were to read the New York Times of Mar. 16 they would 
be startled into action. That newspaper decided to “put faces on 
figures” and conducted a broad survey of, idle workers and their 
families in those areas where unemployment is still high. 

The result is a heart-rending story of tragedy striking at the 
families of America—the roots of our democratic society: ~— 

It is a story of suffering that is not confined to any age group 
or any single class of workers. - Education, skill, training—unem- 
ployment is no respecter of any of these. - 3 


xk *k . 
IF THERE WERE no possible ‘solution to the problem, the trade 
union movement would have no grounds for complaint. 
But this is a man-made recession. It can be ended by men of 
good will. All it takes is determination and action. 


The AFL-CIO has listed the actions time and again: Decent 
federal standards for unemployment compensation; passage of the 
bill increasing the coverage of the minimum wage law and 
boosting the wage floor to $1.25; prompt approval of measures 
authorizing the building of the schools and homes and hospitals 
and roads and airports America desperately needs. 

This is a realistic solution to a very real problem. And if the 
government acts now America can, almost overnight, be- back on 
the road to full prosperity, full employment and better times. 

Every member of the AFL-CIO can hasten that day, too, by 
just letting senators and congressmen know that we all want to put 
America back to work. 
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Getting Nowhere Fast | ,... 


Ewan Clague Says: 


Sharp Production Hike Needed 


To Restore Full 


The following is excerpted from an. article by 
Ewan Clague, commissioner of labor statistics, 
in the January 1959 Monthly Labor Review, pub- 
lished by the U.S. Dept. of Labor, entitled “Cur- 
rent and Prospective Labor Force Problems.” 


REVIOUS EXPERIENCE shows that at the 

conclusion of a business downturn, production 
usually picks up faster than employment because 
(a) economies in production introduced during a 
recession eliminate some of the labor force previ- 
ously required, (b) maintenance and repair expendi- 
tures are often postponed, and (c) some of the closed, 
often the least efficient, plants are slow to resume 
operations and, alas, some never do. 


So reemployment lagged during the business re- 


vival of 1958, and will continue to lag in 1959 
until the expansion in production reduces unem- 
ployment to minimum levels. 

Thus, in 1959, the volume of production will have 
to pick up sufficiently to provide for three kinds of 
employment. 

FIRST, THE AMOUNT of labor displaced by 
economies in production and by other short-cut 
methods which take the form of increased produc- 
tivity. An allowance of a 3 percent increase in 
productivity for the economy as a whole would save 
about 2 million jobs—that is, at the same volume of 
production. 

Second, absorption of the existing unemployed. 
To reach the low levels of unemployment in 1957 
would require the absorption of about 1.25 million 
unemployed. 


Third, the increase in the labor force whith now 


amounts to 750,000 workers a year. 


Adding all these together, it is apparent that a 
restoration to the levels of production in the summer 


of 1957 would leave us almost 4 million jobs short: 
_}of reasonably minimal unemployment—about 3 mil- 


lion unemployed, which compares favorably with the 
levels of 1955, 1956, and pre-recession 1957. 

_ Of course, this does not mean that this volume of 
unemployment will continue. Production will not 
stop at previous levels, but will move to new high 
ground, On this type of crude estimate, a rise of 
about $35 to $40 billion in gross national product 
will be needed to pick up 4 million jobs and bring 
us back to the full employment enjoyed in early 
1957. 

Gross Mauvual povuuist would haye to rise to 


Employment 


about $475 billion, assuming no increase in prices, 

However, our relief at feeling that our recent 
misfortune is about over should not blind us to the 
existence of long-run problems which we had before 
and which will be with us again. 

What then are among the most pressing problems 
which must be met in the future in terms of the 
labor force? 

'THE FIRST AND MOST OBVIOUS of these is 
the forthcoming floed of youth. Beginning in the 
1960's, the number of young people in the labor forge 
will vastly increase—a rise of about 600,000 per yea 
in workers under the age of 25. ' 

These are the wartime babies coming to maturity. 
They have been a problem to our educational sye 
tem during the 1950's, and will continue to bes 
‘problem for higher education in the 1960's. In adde 
tion, they will certainly create problems ci training 
occupational choice, and national manpower policies 

They offer a resource which can be useful in 
meeting the manpower needs of an expanding 
economy, but they also constitute a labor force 
which must -be fitted as effectively as possible. into 
our productive system, = ; 

At the other extreme is the continued growth if 
the number of aged. Between 1960 and 1965, ther 
will be an annual increase on the average of abou 
one-half million workers beyond the age of 45 and 
a small increase in the numbers of those between the 
ages of 25 and 45—the workers in the prime of lift 
and experience. 

IF A RAPIDLY EXPANDING economy is to & 
maintained, there is no reason why 1.25 million add 
tional workers cannot be absorbed every year, it 
cluding the difficult fact that over half of these’ will 
be! the very young and nearly half of them rathef 
old. The normal gains of productivity, say 3 pe 
cent per year, will require the finding of a total of 
about 7 to 8 million new jobs in a 5-year period. 

That number, plus the growth in the labor fore 
. Of 6.25 million, makes a total of about 14 milliot 
who will become available for employment in the 
five-year period 1960-65. 

‘On one side, a larger labor force presents prob 
lems of industrial management and labor utilization 
On the other side, these labor resources provide the 
opportunity for a $100 billion increase in the nation's 

annual product, with a corresponding rise in th 

well-being of the American people. 
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Page Five 


Yandercook Says: - 


On Facing Up to Joblessness 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of John W. Vandercook, ABC com- 
mentator, sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to 
Vandercook over the ABC network Monday 
through Friday at 10 p.m., EST.) 


RES. EISENHOWER, whose chief economic ad- 

visor is reputed to be that “hard-money” (and so 
frequently mistaken) former Secretary of the Treas- 
ury George Humphrey, has taken as firm a stand as 
his temperament allows against any general reeonsid- 
eration of ne benefits. The President 
‘ and the men around him 
prefer the fiction that job- 
lessness and what to do 
about it is, and must re- 
main, the primary concern 
of the separate states. 

It is not recorded wheth- 
er the GOP leadership is 
willing to go so far as to 
contend that booms and 
busts, phases of national 
prosperity and ~ national 
recession — the causes of 
getting jobs or of losing 
jobs—are also the responsibility of the individual 
states. Even that right-wing statesman Robert Taft, 
one suspects, would have boggled at making any 
such preposterous claim as that. But the President 
is concerned about the budget; the budget now and 
forever. 
might say, to the unemployed and also at the cost of 
common sense—to put off any assumption of the 
burden of mass joblessness by the federal govern- 
ment. 


Vandercook 


A YEAR AGO, when it became evident that in 
most states jobless benefits and jobless Americans 
might expire together, it was only wey grudgingly 


Morgan Says: 


Canada Shows 


(This column is excerpted from the nightly 
broadcasts of Edward P. Morgan, ABC commen- 
tator sponsored by the AFL-CIO. Listen to Mor- 
gan over the ABC network Monday through 
Friday at 7 p. m., EST.) 


UR CANADIAN NEIGHBORS, who don’t hesi- 
tate to advertise their vacation charms, may . 
conceivably start luring Americans north of the 
border soon this way: “get sick and come to Canada.” 

The Dominion has just embarked on a national 
perpitey insurance rprogem which may have a signif- 
: 2 icant influence on the 
4 problem in this country. 
Tourists and transients are 
not eligible but aliens are 
if they classify as -resi- 
dents, planning to stay. 
The challenging feature 
about the plan is that its 
protection, potentia\ly at 
least, extends to all resi- 
dents. 

The United States now 
has some excellent health 
protection arrangements, 
most of them voluntary group operations, and these 
have grown to cover about 70 percent of the popula- 
tion, though not all of them with desirable adequacy. 
But the most consistent criticism of our health 
plans, perhaps, is that the people who need protec- 
tion the most are not covered. These include the 
aged, the poor and much of the rural population. 


Canada’s pattern provides for everybody by uni- 


Washington Reports: 


Atomic Power Development 
In U.S. Lags Behind Europe 


HE AMERICAN PEOPLE will get more out 

of the dollars invested in Euratom than out of 

the money invested in the Marshall Plan,” Rep. 
James E. Van Zandt (R-Pa.), a member of the Joint 
Committee on Atomic Energy, declared on Wash- 
ington Reports to the People, AFL-CIO public serv- 
ice program, heard weekly: on 260 radio stations. 
“Six nations in western Europe have combined 
to form Euratom, as a means of making joint use 
of atomic power,” Rep. Chet Holifield (D-Calif.), 
also a member of the joint committee, explained on 
the same program. “We help these countries with 
$500 million in loans, grants, research and develop- 
ment. Six large plants to develop atomic energy for 
Peaceful use are being built in Western Europe.” 


_ The congressman pointed out that atomic power 
18 Competitive with other fuels in Western Europe, 
4% Well as in certain parts of Africa, the Scandinavian 


‘states sufficient funds to extend local unemployment 


He wishes at all costs—at all costs, one - 


How to Buy: 


that Mr. Eisenhower and his advisors agreed to the 
passage by Congress of the Temporary Unemploy- 
ment Benefit bill. Under the terms of that measure, 
the federal establishment went to great lengths to 
underline its insistence that it did not accept, in prin- 
ciple, any responsibility for the care of ynemployed 
US. citizens. For the TUC, as it came to be called, 
went no further than to offer to loan to applicant 


benefits, at the going local rates, for half as long 
again as was provided by the states’ laws. 

That undoubtedly helped. When that cautiously 
offered federal aid was added to the other existing 
social benefits, to the.jobless, to the old and to the 
disabled, which had been fashioned into law dur- 
ing the 20 years the Republican Party was out of 
office, there’s no question that an enormous ; amount 
of human suffering was alleviated. 


But the Temporary Unemployment Benefits Act 
of 1958 expires April 1 and a congressional com- 
mittee has already decided that the best it can do 
is give that act another meagre three months of 
still “temporary” life. 


CAN IT POSSIBLY be argued, in the richest na- 
tion in the world, that that is good enough? Many 
doubt it. It is reckoned that more than 2 million 
workers who are still unemployed and who are not 
presently receiving unemployment benefits would not 
benefit from that extension of the present tempo- 
tary program. It is further estimated that, of that 
total, some 700,000 American workers have been un- 
employed so long that their situation is becoming 
desperate. 

Has not the time come—did it not come long 
ago?—it is asked, when the whole question of the 
responsibility of the whole United States toward 
the victims of economic doldrums must be squarely 
faced, must be accepted and dealt with? 


Us the Way 


form standards although the financing varies from 
province to province. The government in Ottawa 
is committed to contribute about half the operat- 
ing expenses of the provincial plans. 


The package, free and without time limit, in- 
cludes regular ward hospital care, medicines, diag- 
nostic and laboratory services and operating room 
facilities. For its part, the Canadian government 
must admittedly expand its budget but it is interest- 
ing to note that so successful were earlier plans in 
British Columbia and Saskatchewan that Ottawa 
urged other provinces to join’ in, making the federal 
plan possible. 

ONE OF THE MANY ways now being suggested 
to strengthen health plan Coverage in the United 
States is a bill ardently pushed by Rep. Aime Forand 
(D-R.I.) which he introduced in the House a month 
ago. He aims specifically to bring relief to the 15 mil- 
lion Americans who are 65 or older . . . by expanding 
their social security benefits now to cover the cost 
of hospital, nursing home and surgical services. 
These would be financed by increasing present, con- 
tribution rates of employers and employes by one- 
quarter of 1 percent each, and of the self-employed 
by three-eighths of 1 percent. - 

The hierarchy of the American Medical Associa- 
tion has gone to great pains and expense to de- 
nounce the Forand bill as, guess what, creeping so- 
cialism and the AMA would certainly holler with 
equal alarm against any experimentation with the 
Canadian plan here. The question arises however, 
whether these good doctors are in the position to di- 


agnose as wisely for the body politic as for their in- 
dividual patients. 


peninsula, Australia and Japan. It is not yet compet- 
itive with coal and oil in the United States. 


HOWEVER, SAID HOLIFIELD, “We hope that 


eventually out of the family of reactors which we’re 
now working on we will have more economic plants 
than Bagland, which is now able to produce atomic 
fuel more competitive than ours.” 


He said that unless the United States develops a 
more economic atomic fuel quicker than the Soviet 
Union, the Russians “will use theirs as an entering 
wedge into many of the power-hungry nations and, 
of course, follow that up with their propaganda.” 

Van Zandt said that one of the problems of atomic 
power is the disposal of the waste which is radio- 
active. 

“We are now burying it in the ground, storing it 
in tanks, dumping some in deep areas of the oceans. 


Fic Hahdoutted on 
Health Insurance 


By Sidney Margolius 


B ETTER WATCH MORE carefully than ever for misrepresenta- 
tions when buying accident and health policies or hospital 
insurance sold by commercial companies. 

The Federal Trade Commission no longer can protect you against 
ads which misrepresent health and accident policies, or fail to dis- 
close restrictions on coverage. 

The FTC had issued over 40 com- 
plaints against various accident and 
health insurance companies for mis-_ 
representation. Then the Supreme 
Court ruled that the McCarran-Fer- 
guson Act left regulation of insur- 
ance-company activities to the states, 
where the states undertake to regu- 
late. Since then, hardly a month has 
passed without an announcement 
from FTC that it has dismissed, for 
lack of -jurisdiction, its previous 
charges of false advertising against 
one after another of the offending 
companies. 

Thus, the public now is out in the 
rain with a very leaky umbrella. For it was the failure of state 
insurance departments to police the misrepresentations of accident 
and health insurance ads that led the FTC to intervene. The only 
way to retrieve FTC protection is if some congressman will make 
an effort to amend the McCarran-Ferguson Act. 


THE FTC HAD GOTTEN after insurance sellers especially on 
these points: Failure to reveal policies were cancellable at the com- 
pany’s option, and failure to disclose limitations on benefits, exclu- 
sion of benefits for pre-existing illnesses and age limitations. 

Many companies refused to renew policies when the insured person 
became ill. The compulsory age limit was and still is another serious 
defect. Many policies cancel or reduce benefits drastically when 
people reach 60 or 65. This is generally when they need sickness 
insurance most, 

With the FTC no longer able to defend you, your only protec- 
tion now is your state’s insurance department. Some states have 
improved their regulation of health insurance companies a little 
since these deceptions were first exposed by the labor press. 


NEW YORK, FOR EXAMPLE, passed a law stating that insurors 
must renew hospitalization insurance policies that have been in ef- 
fect two years, unless the insured has reached the age limit or other 
expiration limit in the contract. Nor, in that state, can health and 
accident policies (as distinct from the hospitalization type) be can- 
celled during the term for which sold. 

In New York, buyers now also are entitled to a 10 day “free look” 
at a policy. This gives them a chance.to get back their money if 
they discover more limitations than they first realized. 

These are the minimum safeguards any buyer in any state should 
insist on in writing when buying a policy, whether or not state law 
requires it. But don’t delude yourself that this is complete pro- 
tection, or that commercial health insurance policies in general are 
reasonable for what they give you. 


MOREOVER, THERE IS NO effective way to prevent companies 
in other states from flooding strictly-regulated areas with mail-order 
circulars. For example, one FTC examiner complained that even 
though the Washington, D. C., insurance department had asked the 
Guarantee Reserve Life Insurance Co. of Indiana not to send any 
more circulars into that area, the company, continued to mail its 
literature there even though it was no longer licensed in the dis- 
trict. Another currently-active mail-order accident and health in- 
surance seller is Automobile Owners Safety Insurance Co. of Kansas 
City, Mo., about which a number of readers have inquired. 

— Copyright 1959 by Sidney Margolius 


ATOMIC RADIATION hazards are currently being studied by Con- 
gress, Rep. Chet Holifield (D-Calif.), right, declared on Wash- 
ington Reports to the people, AFL-CIO public service pro- 
gram, heard on 260 radio stations. One of the jobs of the Joint 
Committee on Atomic Energy, said Rep. James R. Van Zandt 

R-Pa.), at left, is to get the facts on atomic energy use to the 


but this is not the answer,” he said. 


people. Both are members of the joint committee. 
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LABOR’S CONTRIBUTION to industry is highlighted in series INTRICATE HAND SEWING by members of Ladies’ Garment Workers is demonstrated in another 
of filmed television shows, “Americans at Work,” produced by of the “Americans at Work” television shows, currently being carried by more than’70 TV stations, 
AFL-CIO. In scene from one film, member of Machinists is shown AFL-CIO is preparing a series of 52 of the 15-minute shows to help give public a better view of 
in precision tooling operation. labor’s role in the nation’s free-enterprise system. 


- OPERATIONS OF ASSEMBLY LINE are shown in film on Auto Workers’ skills as part of AFL- 
CIO “Americans at Work” television series. Here welders are shown attaching auto body to frame. 
Films are being produced at rate of one a week. 


Washington, prepares to shoot scene in film on vital role 
passenger trains such as the Railway Trainmen are shown in AFL- of rail unions in handling freight, such as Switchmen for AFL-CIO television series “Americans at 
ClO-produced series on role labor plays in free enterprise system, Work.” Unions make important contribution to operation of vast transportation network. Pro- 
Films are available to stations free of charge. duction of public service series is under direction .of AFL-CIO Dept. of Public Relations, 


SKILLS AND SERVICES performed by members of rail unions on CAMERA CREW from Norwood Studios, 
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‘Reprisal’ at Bloomfield: 


Workers in Cheian 
GE Closes Plant 


(Continued from Page 1) 
about 300 remained on the payroll 
when the chain demonstration be- 
gan on Mar. 13 under cover of a 
union mass méeting in a restaurant 
across the street. 

When the handful of survivors re- 
ported for work on Mar. 16—next 
working day—they were told by 
Henry W. Pierce, Jr., the com- 
pany’s community relations man- 
ager, that management “found it 
impossible to continue: factory op- 
erations because, of the demonstra- 
tion being conducted by local un- 
ion officials.” 

End 30 Years’ Service 


The workers quietly gathered up 
their personal possessions and for 
‘the last time left the plant where 
-some of them had worked for as 
‘long as 30 years. | 
*. The premature shutdown was 
\ described as a “brutal, trans- 
_ parent reprisal against workers 

who are fighting for the right to 
work” by FUE Sec.-Treas. Al 
Hartnett, who denounced the 
company for its callousness to 
the plight of its employes. 


TVA Bond Bill 
Approved by 


House Group 


The House Public Works Com- 
mittee has approved a bill to per- 
mit the Tennessee Valley Author- 
ity to issue bonds in the private 
money market for financing expan- 
sion of its power facilities. 

The measure, strongly supported 
by the AFL-CIO, would authorize 
TVA to raise $750 million for con- 
struction of generating plants 
needed to meet a demand which is 
increasing at the rate of 10 to 12 
percent a year. 

The bill, reported out by a 19- 14 
margin, is a modification of simi- 
lar legislation which passed the 
Senate by a 61-20 vote in 1957 only 
to die in the House Rules Commit- 
tee at the end of the 85th Congress 
last year. 

To meet objections raised by 
TVA opponents, the measure was 
revised to set a $750 million limit 
on bonds and to give Congress 
power to disapprove specific TVA 
bond-financing proposals. At the 
same time, it spells out for the first 
time definite limitations on TVA’s 
electric service area. 

In testifying before the commit- 
tee, AFL-CIO Legislative Dir. An- 
drew J. Biemiller said that, despite 
these revisions, an alliance of pri- 
vate utilities and big business 
groups are continuing to attack the 
proposal as part of their goal of 
“ultimate destruction” of TVA. 


The company said employes still 
on the payroll at the time of the 
closing would be paid for the final 
two weeks; that severance pay 
would be distributed as it had pre- 
viously announced, and that anh 
sions would be paid. 

The pensions, based on carly re- 
tirement, will substantially lower 
the retirement incgme of several 
older employes who had only a 
few months to serve before reach- 
ing 65 and who were denied in- 


terint jobs in other company plants 


in North Jersey. 


Mass Demonstration 

The mass meeting that took place 
while the demonstrators were 
chaining themselves in the plant 
was keyed to a demand that GE 
take the “right-to-work” as seri- 
ously as the workers themselves. 

“General Electric spends 
stockholders’ money to go around 
the country advocating ‘right- 
to-work’ laws that discriminate 
against the workers,” said Zeig- 
ler. “We would like to know the 
meaning of ‘right-to-work.’ _ 

“We are not seizing the plant 
—we are holding on to our jobs. 
We do not want to disrupt pro- 
duction, do any damage or in 
any way hamper this plant’s op- 
eration. 

“We just want our real right 
to work. We want GE to explain 
to our people, being thrown aside 
as of no further use, just what 
this ‘right-to-work’ means.” 

In talking to the. meeting, Zeig- 
ler expressed the wish that Ralph 
Cordiner, GE board chairman, 
would “face” the workers and “ex- 
plain the right to work.” 


“He wouldn’t face congressional |- 


inquiries, he wouldn’t face our in- 
ternational officers arid I doubt if he 
can face these people,” he added. 


Back Union Label, 
ACWA Asks Public 


New York—The Clothing Work- 
ers have appealed to the public 
not to buy Wings shirts and Kay- 
nee boys’ clothing, both products 
of the non-union Piedmont Mfg. 
Co. 

Kaynee products, which were 
once made by union members in 


Ohio and Kentucky, have been non- |- 


union ever since Piedmont bought 
out Kaynee and closed the union 
shops, throwing 600 organized em- 
ployes out of work. 

The union has begun picketing 
of a number of stores throughout 
the nation to inform the public 
that the two brands-are made by 
non-union labor and as part of its 
campaign to educate the public to 
look for the union label in men’s 
and boy’s clothing. 


: BERR. 
FOR THE LAST TIME the 300. remaining employes leave thé} 
General Electric Co. plant in Bloomfield, N. J., taking their per- 
sonal property with them, when the company closed it forever—two 
weeks ahead of time—because some members of Local 422, Elec- 
trical, Radio & Machine Workers, chained themselves inside the 
building in protest against the loss of their jobs. 


Safety Meet 


ters, the union representatives as 


Delegates. 


Cite Bargaining as Tool 


Delegates from more than 50 international unions have pro- 
posed using collective bargaining, education and legislation as major 
tools in eliminating on-the-job accidents and health hazards. 

During a two-and-a-half day conference at AFL-CIO headquar- 
reed that labor-management co- 


operation was essential to effective { 
safety programs and that joint un- 
ion-management safety committees 
have “demonstrated their value.” 

The conference was sponsored 
by the AFL-CIO’s Standing Com- 
mitt on Safety and Occupational 
Health, headed by AFL-CIO Vice 
Pres. Richard F. Walsh, Walsh 
and the committee’s executive sec- 
retary, George T. Brown, were as- 
sisted by a nine-member planning 
committee made up of safety ex- 
perts from participating interna- 
tional unions. 

’ To permit full and detailed 

discussion of practical problems, 

the conference was divided into 
three workshop groups, each of 
which came up with recommen- 
dations which will be made avail- 
able in detail to all affiliates, the 
sponsoring committee announced. 

There were no outside partici- 
pants and no speeches. “Safety is 
in danger of being talked to death,” 
Brown told the conferees at the 
opening session. _ 

Collective bargaining agreements, 
they asserted, should specifically 
recognize trade union interest in 
promoting safety and occupational 
health. Joint union-management 


cooperation on safety should in- 
volve making safety rules, admin- 


istering and enforcing them and in- 


ACCIDENT RATES in key industries are discussed by thee 9 a of the AFL-CIO Standing 
Committee on Safety ‘and Occupational Health at a conference of international unions to promote 
job safety through collective bargaining, education and legislation. Left to right are Steelworkers 


Safety Dir. Frank Burke; George Brown, executive secretary of the committee and assistant to) 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany; and Committee Chairman Richard F. Walsh, president of the 
Theatrical Stage Employes and an AFL-CIO vice president. — 


vestigating accidents, they agreed. 
Safety training should be “an in- 


‘tegral part” of all apprenticeship 


programs, the delegates asserted, 
and should be high on the agenda 
of all union educational programs. 
The union movement's “bread-and- 
butter”’ concern with safety should 
lead to cooperation and participa- 
tion in community efforts to 
achieve safety on the highways and 
in the homes, the conference 
agreed. 

Labor’s concern with safety and 
occupational health legislation 
should include the manner in which 
laws are administered, delegates 
said. But they emphasized that ex- 
istence of legislation, local and 
state inspections and regulations 
should not lull.unions or manage- 
ment into complacency about 
safety. 


Union Tells 
Of Safety in 


Atomic Work 


A congressional subcommittee 
studying accident prevention in 
atomic energy projects was told 
how one union trains its members 
to be safety-conscious from. the 
first day of their apprenticeship. 

Joseph F. Philipps, apprentice- 
ship coordinator for the Plumbers 
& Pipe Fitters, said his union 
spends more than $225,000 a year 
to provide training programs aimed 
at developing skilled craftsmen 
qualified to work to the exacting 
tolerances required in atomic plants. 

Safety training is an integral 
part of the apprenticeship cur- 
riculum, Philipps told a subcom- 
mittee of the Joint Committee on 
Atomic Energy. Rep. Melvin 

_ Price (D-II) is chairman. 

Special conferences and advanced 
short-courses for journeymen deal- 
ing with atomic energy also em- 
phasize the importance of safety 
and the fact that “you can’t afford 
to make mistakes in this kind of 
work,” Philipps said. 

' He told the subcommittee that 
arrangements have been mate with 
the Atomic Energy Commission for 
an annual 32-hour summer, course 
for the union’s apprentice instruc- 
tors at Purdue University. 


Atoms Safety 


Rule by U.S. 


The AFL-CIO has urged Con- 


:| gress to maintain and strengthen 
t:| federal safety controls over the use 
:/ 0f radioactive materials. 


Legislative Dir. Andrew J. Bie- 
miller told a Joint Atomic Energy 
subcommittee headed by Rep. Mel- 
vin Price (D-Ill.) that it would be 
a “backward step” to turn over re- 
sponsibility for radiation safety 
controls to states which lack the 
resources for effective programs. 

Biemiller also called for a fed- 
eral workmen’s compensation law 
covering all injuries resulting from 
radiation exposure to meet the 
“unique hazards” of overexposure. 

Uniform federal standards of 
radiation safety and workmen’s 
compensation were also urged by 
| Vice Pres. Elwood D. Swisher of 
the Oil, Chemical & Atomic Work- 
ers. 

Swisher, appearing on behalf of 
the AFL-CIO Industrial Union 
Dept., the OCAW and the Chem- 
ical Workers, emphasized that the 
possibility of incurring radiation 
illness “‘no longer is limited to work- 
ers directly employed in the atomic 
energy industry.” A growing num- 
ber of industries use radiation. 
sources to control production proc- 
esses, he pointed out. ~~ 

Biemiller proposed a federal pro- 
gram to be administered by the La- 
bor Dept.’s Bureau of Employes 
Compensation. 

The AFL-CIO, Biemiller told the 
subcommittee, believes that “fed- 
eral action alone will assure work- 
ers injured by radiation adequate 
medical care, rehabilitation ... 
prompt and adequate indemnity 
during disability, and substantial 
replacement of wage-loss for sur- 
vivors in cases of death. We urge 
the committee and the Congress to 
establish a national program to 
solve adequately a national prob- 
lem.” 

Strict federal supervision of ra- 
diation safety was also urged by 
Pres. James A. Brownlow of the 
Metal Trades Dept. 


NLRB Report 
Shows More 
Election Fights 


Increased delay in union repre- 
sentation elections is revealed by 
a sharp rise in disputes over condi- 
tions under which elections should 
be held and the size of the bargain- 
ing unit. 

The National Labor Relations 
Board’s annual report for the fiscal 
year ending last June 30 shows that 
formal pre-election hearings were 
required in 1,265 of 4,524 repre- 
sentation elections held. 

This is nearly 22 percent above 
the previous year and more than 33 
percent higher than the proportion 
of pre-election hearings required in 
1956. 

Refusal to agree to terms for a 
representation election has been 
a favorite tactic of some em- 
ployers to take the steam out of 
union organizing drives. 

Despite signs of increased em- 
ployer resistance to organization, 
unions continued to win a majority 
of representation elections. For 
AFL-CIO affiliates, the tally at the 
close of the 1958 fiscal year | 
showed victories in 2,131 of 3,722 
elections in which they participated. 
AFL-CIO unions won bargaining 
rights for 158,000 workers in these 
elections. 


The yearly summary also showed 
that more formal complaints were 
issued by the NLRB general coun- 
sel on unfair labor practice charges 
than at any time since 1953—a 
total of 822. The general counsel 
Lalso filed a record 133 petitions for 
court injunctions against unions, 
|up 34 from the previous year. 
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) Meany Sees Chane in 4 Reform he 


Hits Administration and Barden. 
Measures, Calls for ‘Fair Play’ 


AContinued from Page 1) 
he declared that these historically 
have been conducted in a demo- 
cratic fashion. McClellan commit- 
tee hearings, he said, have dis- 
closed “no substantial abuses of 
strike votes.” 

If Congress insists on legislat- 
-ing strike-vote procedures, he 
added, as a matter of “fair play” 
it should require secret ballots 
whereby stockholders can vote 
“on whether they favor a com- 
pany lockout” or “want their 

employes to get a raise.” 

In a heated exchange with Rep. 
Carroll D. Kearns (R-Pa.), who in- 
troduced the Administration bill in 
the House, Meany defended his use, 
in previous testimony, of the phrase 

“calculated wickedness” in’ describ- 
ing a portion of the bill drafted in 
the Labor Dept. 

The Administration bill’s sec- 
tions on: boycotts, he said, are a 
“backdoor approach to invalidat- 
ing court decisions” upholding un- 
ions’ rights. The Administration, 
he said, “wants to overrule every 


Job Rights 
Kept in Draft 


Extension - 


Reemployment rights for per- 
sons called to military service have 
been continued unchanged in the 
four-year extension of the Selec- 
tive Service Act voted by Con- 


gress. 

Persons who leave jobs—other 
than temporary j hs—to enter the jon 
military service are entitled to re- 
employment if they apply within 
90 days after their release from 
military service. . 

Their job rights are based on a 
reconstruction of their status had 
they remained on the company’s 
payroll instead of entering the 
service. 

They are credited with full 
seniority for the time spent in 
military service and are entitled 
to all automatic promotions 
which they would have received 
had they been continuously em- 
ployed. 

If there has been a cutback in 
employment during the veteran’s 
military service, however, the re- 
turning worker might find himself 
on layoff or bumped to a lower- 
paying job if it is determined that 
this would have occurred had he 
remained with the company. 

Administration and _ interpreta- 
tion of the job rights of returning 
servicemen remains with the La- 
bor Dept.’s Bureau of Veterans’ 
Reemployment Rights. 


His Own Local 
Honors Benny 


New York—The Wauke- 
gan, Ill., local of the Musi- 
cians has honored its most 
distinguished member, Jack 
Benny of radio and television 
fame, by setting up a $300 
scholarship in his name at the 
Intl. String Congress, to be 
held June 15 to Aug. 8 at 
Greenleaf Lake, Okla., under 
sponsorship of the American 
Federation of Musicians. 

Benny was honored for his 
“untiring and devoted efforts 
‘im behalf of symphony or- 
chestra pension funds all over 
America.” The San Fran- 
cisco Musicians Union re- 
cently presented him with a 
gold life membership card 
following his appearance at }- 
a San Francisco Symphony 
pension fund concert. 


decision we’ve won in the courts.” 

The U. S. Chamber of Com- 
merce threw its full support behind 
the Barden bill as a spokesman 
called both the AFL-CIO-backed 
Kennedy-Ervin bill and the Admin- 
istration measure “inadequate.” 

Gerard D. Reilly, Washington 
attorney testifying for the cham- 
ber; complained to the. subcommit- 
tee particularly about Kennedy-Er- 
vin provisions that would force em- 
Ployers to .disclose sums _ spent 
either directly or through labor re- 
lations consultants for labor rela- 
tions. 

The CofC spokesman termed the 
reporting procedures “completely 
unfair” when applied to manage- 
ment expenditures in the labor rela- 
tions field. He said they should be 
limited exclusively to “activities . 
affecting employe opinion by per- 
sons or committees pretending to 
be acting for the workers but who 
are in reality.company agents, or 

. the acquisition of confidential 
information by resort to labor es- 
pionage.” 

As the Senate Labor Committee 
put finishing touches to the Ken- 
nedy-Ervin bill, it unanimously 
adopted a provision aimed at speed- 
ing recognition elections. 

The amendment would allow 
elections in advance of National 
Labor Relations Board hearings 
on contested petitions. The pro- 
vision, supported by the AFL- 
CIO, was in the Administration 
bill introduced by arcli-conserva- 
tive Sen. Barry Goldwater (R- 
Ariz.). - 

Meanwhile, action was pending 

s9-calledé “reform” legislation in 
California, Ohio and New York. 

In testifying before the subcom- 
mittee, Meany warned against a 
hodge-podge of differing and con- 
flicting state laws, and blamed the 
impending state action on the fail- 
ure of Congress to enact the Ken- 
nedy-Ives bill in 1958. 

Gov. Edmund G. (Pat) Brown 
(D-Calif.), in Washington for a 
whirlwind two-day round of con- 
ferences, told the AFL-CIO News 


his labor reform measure carried 
a provision that it would become in- 
operative when federal legislation 
was enacted pre-empting the field. 


The labor bill introduced in Ohio | . 


by Gov. Michael V. DiSalle (D) has 
been described by the executive 


board of the Ohio State,AFL-CIO 


as “unfortunate” and “undeserved.” 
The board said’the measure “does 
not achieve its stated objectives” of 
getting rid of “the few dishonest 
persons in the Ohio trade union 
movement,” but instead “would in- 
jure the entire labor movement.” 

The Ohio AFL-CIO was critical 
of the bill’s failure to come to 
grips with anti-union actions by 
employers; ifs. prohibition of check- 
off of union dues; and provisions 
that would, in effect, prohibit un- 
ion shop committeemen and stew- 
ards from collecting their wages 
when engaged in legitimate union 
activities. 

The measure proposed by Gov. 
Nelson A. Rockefeller (R-N. Y.) 
deals primarily with the fiduciary 
responsibilities of union officers, 
sets up financial reporting proced- 
ures for unions, and attempts to 
deal with conflicts of interest. It 
does not attempt to deal with the 
subject of internal democracy with- 
in unions. 

Rockefeller’s bill treats with 
management’s responsibilities only 
by stipulating that employer asso- 
ciations, employers, labor relations 
consultants and others are barred 
from “participating in or inducing 
any . 
officials.” 

The measure swept. dicrmeh 
Senate by a vote of 55-to-1, with 
virtually no debate. 

The New York State AFL- 
CIO opposed the Rockefeller bill, 
declaring that state-by-state leg- 
islation would inevitably lead to 
conflict and confusion. 

“It is our firm conviction,” the 
state federation said, “that such 
legislation must be effected by the 
federal government and not by 
individual states.” 


AFL-CIO Asks Hearing 


On Federal- 


State Bill 


The AFL-CIO has asked the House Judiciary Committee to hold | 
full public hearings on a bill proposed by Rep. Howard Smith 
(D-Va.) which would revamp the entire structure of federal-state 


relationships. 


In a letter to Rep. Emanuel Celler (D-N.Y.), chairman of the com- 


mittee, AFL-CIO Legislative Dir.® 


Andrew J. Biemiller put the united 
labor movement on record as being 
“strongly opposed to this measure.” 

The bill is similar to one which 
cleared the House last year but 
which was bottled up in the Sen- 
ate. Designed to rebuke the Su- 
preme Court for decisions on seg- 
regation and civil liberties, ‘it is so 
sweeping that it could upset the 
long-standing doctrine that federal 
laws take precedence in any field 
where federal and state laws col- 
lide. 

In his letter, Biemiller noted 
that the American Bar Associa- 
tion, which has supported “states’ 
rights” legislation in the past, 
this year reversed its position. 
The lawyers’ group now recom- 
mends that, in specific cases of 
_congressional disagreement with 
the court on its rulings, the mat- 
ter be solved with amendments to 
the laws in question. 

The AFL-CIO spokesman ex- 
pressed concern over the fact that 
a House Judiciary subcommittee 
has reported the bill to the general 
committee, adding: 

“We feel confident that even 
those who disagree with our posi- 


tion will agree that so important 
and controversial a measure should 
not be acted on without full public 
hearings.” 


Weinstein Dies, 


ACWA Leader 


Philadelphia—Charles Weinstein, 
vice president of the Clothing 
Workers and manager of the un- 
ion’s Philadelphia Joint Board, 
died here at the age of 62. 

He was a member of the ACWA 
general executive board when he 
came to Philadelphia in 1929 to 
lead successful organization of 
workers in the city’s clothing indus- 
try. Earlier he had directed organ- 
ization in Los _ Angeles and San 
Francisco. 

He.was one of the organizers of 
Labor’s Non-Partisan League and 
was long an active force in Philadel- 
phia political circles. He also was 
chairman of the board of directors 
of the Sidney Hillman Medical 
Center, the union - management 
health center here. 

Surviving are his widow, Flor- 
ence; two. daughters and four 
grandchildren. 


. improper acts of union |. 


“Let's Try One of These for Size” 


REUSE 


Colorado Hikes Idle Aid, 
Kills $1 Minimum Wage} 


Denver—Colorado’s legisltature has voted major improvements 
in the state’s unemployment compensation program and boosted 
workmen’s compensation, but labor-backed bills to set a $1 minigg 


mum wage and to ease existing restrictions on negotiating unions 


shop agreements were beaten. 


The jobless benefits bill, which 


passed the House overwhelmingly 
and the Senate unanimously, in- 
cludes these key improvements: 

@ The maximum benefit, pre- 
viously $35, is set at 50 percent 


the | of the: average weekly pay in the 


state. Up to that ceiling, unem- 
ployed workers will receive 60 per- 
cent of their normal pay. Since 
the statewide average pay in cov- 
ered employment is currently $84, 
the ceiling on benefits is now $42. 
As the state’s average wage goes 
up, the ceiling on benefits will be 
automatically raised. 

@ The new law makes perma- 
nent the 32142 weeks maximum 
duration of unemployment benefits. 
The previous limit of 26 weeks had 
been extended to 3242 weeks un- 
der a temporary law due to ex- 
pire Apr. 1. (Colorado last year 
voted a temporary extension of un- 
employment compensation inde- 
| pendently of the federal TUC pro- 
gram.) 

A unique penalty is provided in 
the new law for an employer who 
tries to save on his tax rate by 
falsely stating that a worker quit 
without cause or was fired for a 
reason which would disqualify him. 

Such an employer must pay his 
former employe one and one-half 
the regular rate of jobless compen- 
sation for the period of delay 
caused by the false.statement. He 
must ‘also reimburse the state for 
all compensation payments made 
during the remaining period of un- 
employment. 

Passed and considered certain to 
be signed by Gov. Stephen L. R. 
MeNichols (D) was an increase in 
maximum workmen’s compensation 
benefits from $36.75.to $40.25 a 
week, with an added allowance for 
dependent children in case of 
death which brings the maximum 
family benefit to $50.75. - 

Even though Colorado labor’s 


Maher Takes Oath 


As Teamster Monitor 

Daniel B. Maher, veteran Wash- 
ington lawyer, has been sworn in 
as a member of the court-appointed 
Board of Monitors for the Team- 
sters. 

Maher succeeds L. N. D. Wells, 
Jr., of Dallas, Tex., who resigned 
recently as the IBT’s representi- 
tive on the three-man board. 


<4 


original proposal for a $1.25 state 
minimum wage had been trimmed 
in committee to $1 an hour, eight® 
Democrats from rural areas joined 
with the Senate’s 13 Republicans tom 
defeat the bill. Fourteen Demow 


69-1e-8 


crats voted for it. The state pres 
ently has an 80-cent minimum wagé 
law for women, but no floor apply 
ing to all workers. 

A similar rural Democratic ang 
GOP coalition defeated a bill @ 
modify restrictions on negotiating] 
a union shop. 

Under present law, before a um 
ion can even ask an employer @ 
sign a union shop agreement,-@ 
must get approval from 75 percelil 
of the employes in a state-condu 
ed election. The compromi§ 
would have reduced the plurality 
required to 62.5 percent. 


Compensation 
Idle Aid Up in S.0@ 


Pierre, S. D.—Moderate 
creases in unemployment alm 
workmen’s compensation benef 
have been signed into law by Soul 
Dakota Gov. Joe Foss (D). TH 
labor-backed bills were passed @ 
the legislature on the last day @ 
the session. 

Maximum jobless benefits wel 
raised to $33 for 24 weeks, comm 
pared with the previous $28 for @ 
weeks. 


Workmen’s compensation bem 
fits were increased from $30 to $ 5 
a week. Total disability benef 
hospital and medical care all@ay 
ances and widows’ benefits ung 
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the workmen’s compensation 


also were raised, 
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